
  

 

 

INTRODUCTION 

Greece achieved independence f rom the Ot toman Empire  in 1829. Dur ing the second ha l f  

o f  the  19th century  and the f i r s t  ha l f  o f  the  20th century ,  i t  g radual ly  added ne ighbor ing 

i s lands and te r r i tor ies ,  most  w i th  Greek -speaking popula t ions.  In  Wor ld War I I ,  Greece was 

f i r s t  invaded by I ta ly  (1940)  and subsequent ly  occupied by Germany (1941 -44);  f igh t ing 

endured in a prot racted c iv i l  war between suppor t e rs of  the k ing and Communis t  rebe ls .  

Fol lowing the la t te r ' s  defea t  in  1949, Greece jo ined NATO in 1952. In  1967,  a group of  

mi l i ta ry of f icers se ized power,  es tab l i sh ing a mi l i ta ry  d ic ta torship  tha t  suspended many 

pol i t ica l  l iber t ies  and forced the k ing to  f lee  the count ry.  In  1974, democra t ic e lec t ions 

and a re fe rendum created a par l iamentary  republ ic  and abol i shed the monarchy.  In 1981,  

Greece jo ined the EC (now the EU);  i t  became the 12th member of  the  European Economic 

and Monetary Union in  2001. In  201 0, the prospect  of  a Greek defaul t  on i t s  euro -

denominated debt c rea ted severe  s t ra ins w i th in the EMU and ra ised the ques t ion of  whether 

a  member count ry  might  voluntar i l y  leave the common cur rency or  be removed.  

GEOGRAPHY 

Location Southern Europe,  border ing the Aegean Sea, Ion ian Sea, and the 

Medi te r ranean Sea, be tween Albania and Turkey  

Area 131,957 sq km 

Climate tempera te;  mi ld,  we t  w in ters ;  hot ,  dry  summers  

Natural Resources l ign i te,  pe t ro leum,  i ron ore,  baux i te,  lead,  z inc,  n icke l ,  magnes i te ,  

marb le,  sa l t ,  hydropower potent ia l  

Total Renewable 

Water Resources 

72 cu km (2005)  

Freshwater 

Withdrawal 
to ta l :  8.7 cu km/yr (16%/3%/81%)  

per  capi ta:  782 cu m/yr  (1997)  

Natural Hazards severe ear thquakes  

vo lcanism:  Santor in i  (e lev.  367 m, 1,204 f t )  has been deemed a "Decade 

Volcano" by the Inte rnat ional Assoc iat ion of  Volcanology and Chemis t ry of  

the Ear th ' s  In te r ior,  wor thy  of  s tudy due to i t s  exp los ive h is tory and c lose 

prox imi t y to human popula t ions;  a l though there have be en very  few 

erupt ions in  recent  centur ies,  Methana and Nisy ros in the Aegean are 

c lass i f ied as h is tor ica l l y  act ive  

 COUNTRY DATA:   GREECE            : Information from the CIA World Factbook  



Environmental 

Issues 

a i r  pol lu t ion;  water pol lu t ion  

PEOPLE 

Population 10,749,943 (Ju ly  2010 est . )  

Ethnic Groups popula t ion:  Greek 93%,  other ( fore ign c i t i zens )  7% (2001 census )  

note:  percents represent  c i t i zensh ip,  s ince Greece does not col lec t  da ta on 

e thn ic i ty  

Religions Greek Or thodox 98%,  Mus l im 1.3%,  other 0.7%  

Languages Greek 99% (of f ic ia l ) ,  o ther 1% ( inc ludes Engl i sh  and French)  

Literacy Rate 96% 

Major Infectious 

Diseases 

HIV/AIDS -  people  l iv ing w i th HIV/AIDS : 11,000 (2007 es t . )  

GOVERNMENT 

Type par l iamentary republ ic  

Independence 1829 ( f rom the Ottoman Empire )  

Constitution 11 June 1975; amended March 1986 and Apr i l  2001  

Legal System based on codi f ied Roman law; jud ic iary  d iv ided in to c iv i l ,  c r imina l ,  and 

admin is t rat ive  cour t s;  accepts compulsory  ICJ jur i sd ic t ion w i th reservat ions  

ECONOMY 

Agricultural 

Products 

wheat,  corn,  bar ley,  sugar  beets ,  o l ives ,  tomatoes,  w ine,  tobacco,  

pota toes;  beef ,  da i ry products  

Industries tour i sm, food and tobacco process ing,  tex t i les ,  chemica ls ,  meta l  products;  

min ing,  pet ro leum 

Import 

commodities 

Germany 13.73%,  I ta ly  12.71%,  China 7.08%,  France 6.1%,  Nether lands 

6.02%,  South Korea 5.68%,  Be lg ium 4.34%,  Spain 4.08% (2009)  

Import Partners Germany 13.73%,  I ta ly  12.71%,  China 7.08%,  France 6.1%,  Nether lands 

6.02%,  South Korea 5.68%,  Be lg ium 4.34%,  Spain 4.08% (2009)  

Export 

Commodities 

Food and beverages,  manufactured goods,  pe t ro leum products,  chemica ls,  

tex t i les  

Export Partners Germany 11.11%,  I ta ly  11.05%,  Cyprus 7.28%,  Bulgar ia 6.74%,  US 

4.95%,  UK 4.4%, Turkey 4.23% (2009)  

Per Capita GDP $31,000 (2009 es t . )  

https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/docs/notesanddefs.html?countryName=Greece&countryCode=gr&regionCode=eu#2156


Population below 

poverty line 

20% (2009 es t . )  

 

*CITATIONS: All information included above is extracted from the CIA World Factbook except where noted. 


